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55th INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION  
MARIA CANALS – BARCELONA  

2009 
 

A Registered Non-Profit Organisation 
Member of the "World Federation of International Music Competitions”   

 
HONORARY PRESIDENT:  H. M. QUEEN SOFIA OF SPAIN 

FOUNDER PRESIDENT:  MARIA CANALS 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:  CARLOS CEBRO 

 

TRIO 
Piano – Violin – Violoncello 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMPETITION RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

Barcelona, 10-14 March 2009 
Registration deadline: Friday, 9 January 2009 

 
Concurs Internacional de Musica Maria Canals de Barcelona  

Palau de la Música Catalana 
c/Palau de la Música, 4-6   08003 Barcelona (Catalonia – Spain) 

Tel: +34 93 295 72 51 / Fax: +34 93 295 72 09 
 

www.mariacanals.org 
info@mariacanals.org 
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IMPORTANT: In the event of dispute, only the Spanish text of these rules and regulations will be 
legally binding. The rules and regulations are available in Catalan, Spanish and French on the 
competition’s website www.mariacanals.org, along with the registration and programme forms. 

 
 
 

CALENDAR OF THE 55th COMPETITION 2009 
 

Registration deadline:   9 January  
Pre-selection shortlist:   23 January (deadline for notifying contestants of their acceptance) 
First meeting day:    10 March, 8:30 a.m. 
First round:      11-12 March 
Second round:    13 March 
Dates of possible recitals by contestants no longer competing: 13-16 March 
Final and awards ceremony: 14 March, 8:00 p.m.  
 
 
 

ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
 

1)  The competition is open to young musicians of all nationalities. 
 
2)  Age limit as of 1 January 2009: 
     Not younger than 18 years, not older than 35. 
 
3)  Registration documents 

 

Registration may be made electronically through the competition's website (www.mariacanals.org).  
Documents may be sent by post.  
  
 a)  The registration form duly filled in and signed by each member 
 b)  A photocopy or scanned copy of the identity card or passport for each member 
 c)  A detailed "Curriculum Vitae" of the trio and one for each individual member 
 d)  Two recent high-resolution passport-size photographs of each member in electronic format 
 e)  The programme form duly filled in and signed by all three members 
 

Trios that have been finalists and prize-winners at a competition organised by a member of the 
World Federation of International Music Competitions will be automatically accepted to 
participate in the first round. They must, however, send all other documents and also a document 
proving they have received said prize. 

 
The registration and programme forms (filled out in legible block letters or typed) may be sent 
either electronically (www.mariacanals.org) or by post to: Concurs Internacional de Música Maria 
Canals de Barcelona, Palau de la Música Catalana, c/ Palau de la Música, 4-6   08003 Barcelona 
(Catalonia - Spain). Deadline is Friday, 9 January 2009. Entries must be postmarked by midnight. 
 
Trio contestants will not be allowed to make any changes to their programme or to the members 
of their group after Friday, 9 January 2009. 

 
 

4)  Pre-selection  

 
 In principle, there is no limit to the number of trios accepted in the competition.   
  
 The shortlist will be drawn up by a commission chaired by the artistic director. 
  
 Contestants will be notified whether or not they have been accepted to participate in the 

competition once the commission has made its decision or at the very latest on 23 January 2009. 
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5) Chosen trios must pay a registration fee of 240 Euros within 10 days of being notified of their 

acceptance. No trio will be accepted for participation unless this requirement is fulfilled. 
Registration fees will not be refunded under any circumstances. Documents and photographs are 
also non-returnable.    

 
 The registration fee must be transferred to: 
  ___________________________________________________________ 
   Concurs Internacional de Música  
   Maria Canals de Barcelona - TRIO 
   Banc de Sabadell 
   Via Laietana, 47 
   08003 Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain) 
    Competition Account Number: 0081 0057 30 0001427051 
   IBAN:  ES1100810057300001427051 
   SWIFT:  BSABESBB 
 
 All bank charges relating to the international transfer are to be paid by the contestants. 
 
 
 

THE JURY 

 
6)   Members of the jury will not be advised of the contestant’s personal details (or of the names of 

the contestant’s teachers) until the final round has taken place and the final verdict is known. 
 
7)  No pupil or relative of a member of the jury may take part in the competition.  In the event of 

an irregularity, the trio will be automatically excluded from the competition. 
 
8)   The members of the jury will not change during the rounds.  
 
9)  All decisions of the jury are final. 
 

 
FIRST GENERAL MEETING  

 
10)  If a trio admitted to the competition decides not to participate, written notification signed by all 

three members has to be given to the organisation in advance. 
 
11)  All members of the trio must attend the first general meeting at the given date, time and place, 

except in the event of force majeure, duly proved.  Any delay must be certified by a medical 
certificate or by a certificate issued by a transport company or organism, certifying that the 
delay was beyond the trio’s control (due to strikes, technical delays, etc.) or for any other 
reason which is accepted by the organisation. Otherwise, the trio will not be allowed to 
participate in the various rounds of the competition.  

  
12)  At the first general meeting, the members of the trio will have to present an official document 

(passport  or ID card) confirming their age and nationality. They must also provide the 
competition organisers with the address and telephone number of their lodgings in Barcelona. 
The organisers decline any responsibility for damages which could arise to contestants if these 
requirements are not met. 

 
13)  There will be a draw at the first general meeting and trios will be assigned a number for the 

order of their participation in the following rounds. The 55th competition’s draw will commence 
with the letter A, based on the trio's name and not on the names of any individual members. 

 

14)  The timetable for the first round and for testing the piano in the hall where the rounds will be 
held will be made known to the contestants on the day of the first general meeting.  
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15) On the day of the first general meeting all trios will be offered the use of a piano to enable them 

to rehearse during their stay in Barcelona while taking part in the competition. 
 

 
THE ROUNDS: GENERAL COMMENTS 

 
16) Any trio failing to arrive on time for any round or the final and which is unable to justify this 

delay will be excluded from the competition. 
 

17) All works must be performed without repeats.  
 
18) The president of the jury may interrupt any execution which exceeds the stipulated time 

established for each round. 
 

19) Points will range from 1 (minimum) to 10 (maximum). 
 

20) Any violation of the rules and regulations governing the competition or untimely demonstration 
by the trio will imply its expulsion. 

 

21) All stages of the competition are open to the general public but the president of the jury may 
clear the hall in the event of exaggerated or untimely demonstrations. Should this occur, the 
hearing would continue in private. 

 
22) The competition organisers reserve the right to refuse admission and the right to sell entrance 

tickets to the public. 
 
23) The competition owns the rights pertaining to the recording or broadcasting by radio, internet or 

television of the rounds, the winners’ concert and other competition concerts and related 
events. The rights for recording one or several CDs or DVDs may be commercialised and ceded, 
freely, exclusively and without any limitation of the said rights in favour of any person or entity. 
This transmission of the rights will be free of charge. 

 
24) Data sent by the contestants for their registration to the competition and other data which may 

be generated from the registration for the competition and the follow-up of the contestants’ 
artistic and professional activities, will be included in the competition’s association database and 
will not be used for any purpose other than that related to the publicity given to the 
competition, the contestants or other related activities. The competition organisers are 
authorised to use this data to publicise the competition and the contestants both during and 
after the competition. 

 
 
 
 
 

FIRST ROUND 

 
25) A minimum average of 7 points is required to proceed to the second round. At the conclusion of 

the judging of the first round, a list of contestants who have obtained this minimum average will 
be posted.  In the event that more than nine trios should obtain the minimum average of 7, in 
principle, only the first nine ranking trios will proceed to the second round. 

 
26) Trios that have obtained 7 points or more, but have not proceeded to the second round, may 

receive a certificate stating the number of points obtained upon request to the competition 
organisers immediately following the jury’s decision. Certificates may be picked up at the 
secretariat during the competition only. Under no circumstances will certificates be forwarded to  
the trios at a later date. 
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SECOND ROUND 

 
27) A minimum average of 8 points is required to proceed to the final. 
  
28) The number of points for proceeding to the final will be the average of the points obtained in the 
 first round and the points obtained in the second round. 
 
29) In principle, the jury will not accept more than three trios for the final. 
 
30) The list of trios proceeding to the final and the list of winners of medals and certificates 

(honours) will be announced at an awards ceremony which will take place immediately after the 
jury has made its decision. Medals and certificates must be picked up personally at this awards 
ceremony. 

 
31) Upon request, the competition organisers will issue certificates showing the points obtained to 

all trios that have taken part in the second round without having received any award. Under no 
circumstances will certificates be forwarded to the trios at a later date. 

 
 

FINAL ROUND 

 
32) The number of points required to decide the order of the winners of the competition will be the 

average resulting from the addition of the points obtained after the second round and the points 
obtained in the final. 

 
33) First prize will be awarded to the trio that obtains the highest average after the final. 
 
34) Second prize will be awarded to the trio that obtains the second-highest average after the final. 
 
35) Third prize will be awarded to the trio that obtains the third-highest average after the final. 
 
36) First prize cannot be split. In the event that two trios obtain the same number of points 
 qualifying them for first prize, the winner will be the one elected by the jury. The jury may 
grant  the second and third prizes ex-aequo in the event that the difference of points between two 
 finalists is less than 0,08 points. The prize amount will then be split equally. 
 
37) Winners of the main prizes will be announced following the jury’s decision, immediately after 
 the final and in the presence of the audience. 
 
38) The awards ceremony will take place immediately after the announcement of the winners. 
 
 
39) Should any member of the trio not be able to participate in the final due to circumstances 
  beyond its control, the jury could award each member a medal. 
 

 

 

PRIZE-WINNERS 

 
40) Trios that have been awarded prizes are obliged to attend the awards ceremony personally in 

order to receive their prize or prizes (main prizes, special prizes and/or concert prizes). 
 
41) If a winner is absent at the awards ceremony and other competition events (if designated to 

participate) then the trio will automatically lose all prizes and benefits possibly associated with 
them, except in the event of illness, upon presentation of a medical certificate. 
 

 



 6
 

42) Trios that have been chosen to perform at one of the concerts offered by the competition will 
have to accept all conditions – financial, dates, repertoire – established by the promoters, which 
have previously been agreed upon with the competition organisers. Should these conditions not 
be acceptable or should it be impossible to comply with the conditions, the trio would not be 
allowed to perform.  

 
      In the event of non-fulfilment of the agreements reached with the promoters and concert donors 

prior to the competition, the competition will not be liable.   
 
43)  Prize-winning trios should stay in Barcelona until Monday, 17 March, in order to take care of 

possible commitments with the press, make contact with prize donors and perform other recitals 
and obligations ensuing from having been awarded the various prizes.  

 
44) By signing the registration form, the applicant agrees that he/she has read, understood and 

accepts all the rules and regulations of the competition. 
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PRIZES 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MAIN PRIZES 

 
FIRST PRIZE   9,000 Euros  
 
SECOND PRIZE    6,000 euros   
 
THIRD PRIZE     3,000 euros  
 
Certificates  
 
Medals 
 
 

SPECIAL PRIZE 

 

Capdevila, Joiers I Argenters 

 
A gold medal offered to the members of the First Prize Trio.  
 
 

 

Concert prizes may be available up to the time of the official awards ceremony. An update can be 
found on the web at www.mariacanals.org.  All concert prizes offered by the competition are 
remunerated.  Promoters, management agencies and artistic directors in a position to offer contracts 
and concerts will be on hand during the final of the competition. 
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OFF COMPETITION 

 
 
The competition organisers may offer contestants who are no longer participating in the competition 
the opportunity to perform in concerts in various parts of the city, priority given in accordance to the 
number of points obtained.  These concerts will not be remunerated, but the competition organisers 
will take care of the accommodation of the contestants who have been chosen to participate in these 
recitals. 
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COMPETITION PROGRAMME 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

FIRST ROUND 
 
A programme with a maximum length of 20 minutes consisting of one movement from a Mozart trio 
and one movement from a Beethoven trio. 
 

SECOND ROUND 
 
A programme with a maximum length of 40 minutes consisting of: 
 
1) A trio to be chosen from the following works: 
 
 F. SCHUBERT   Trio No. 1 in B-Flat Major, Op. 99, D898 
 C. SAINT-SAËNS  Trio No. 1 in F Major, Op. 18 
 E. LALO    Trio in A Minor, Op. 26 
 R. SCHUMANN  Trio No. 1 in D Minor, Op. 63 
      Trio No. 2 in F Major, Op. 80 
 J. BRAHMS   Trio No. 1 in B Major, Op. 8 
      Trio No. 2 in C Major, Op. 87 
      Trio No. 3 in C Minor, Op. 101 
 F. CHOPIN   Trio in G Minor, Op. 8 
 F. BERWALD   Trio No. 3 in D Minor 
 G. FAURE    Trio in D Minor, Op.120 
 B. SMETANA   Trio in G Minor, Op. 15 
 
2) One or two movements of a piece to be chosen from one of the following composers: 

 
- S. BROTONS 
- A. COPLAND 
- C. DEBUSSY 
- G. ENESCU 
- A. GARCA ABRIL 
- R. GERHARD 
- J. GUINJOAN 
- C. IVES 
- M. KAGEL 
- F. MARTIN 
- B. MARTINU 
- D. MILHAUD 
- X. MONTSALVATGE 
- A. PIAZZOLA 
- M. RAVEL 
- A. ROUSSEL 
- A. SCHNITTKE 
- L. THORESEN 
- J. TURINA 
- H. VILLA-LOBOS 
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FINAL ROUND 
 

One of the following works: 
 
 F. MENDELSSOHN    Trio No. 1 in D Minor, Op. 49 
 C. FRANCK     Trio No. 1 in F-Sharp Minor, Op. 1 
 M. REGER     Trio in E Minor, Op. 102 
 S. RACHMANINOV    Trio Élégiaque No. 2 in D Minor, Op. 9 
 A. DVORAK     Trio No. 3 in F Minor, Op. 65  
 P. TCHAIKOVSKY    Trio in A Minor, Op. 50 
 D. SHOSTAKOVITCH   Trio No. 2 in E Minor, Op. 67 
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ACCOMMODATION GRANT 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Accommodation and breakfast will be provided for all contestants accepted to the second round, from 
the day after posting the results of the first round until two days after posting the results of the second 
round.  Accommodation and breakfast will be provided for the finalists, until three days after the final.   
 
The competition organisers will pay for the accommodation and breakfast of those contestants who 
were eliminated from the competition, but chosen to participate in recitals in the city of Barcelona, 
until the day after the recital has taken place. 
 
The competition organizers will cover these accommodation expenses only in a hostel of its choice.  
 
The competition organizers will offer accommodation at reasonable rates in either double, triple or single 
rooms (limited number of places). In order to avoid changes of accommodation during the competition, 
the organisers recommend that all contestants who have been accepted stay at this hostel. 
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If registering by post, please send this form, duly signed, to :  Concurs Internacional de Mœsica Maria Canals de Barcelona, Palau de la Mœsica Catalana, c/ Palau de la Mœsica, 4 -6   

08003 Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain),  The last day for registering is Friday, 9 January  2009 (entries must be post marked by midnight).  

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM TRIO - 55th COMPETITION 2009 
 

Name of Trio: ......................................................... ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
PIANO MEMBER 
            
Surname:...................................................................................................................................................................Name :.............................................................................................. 
 
  
Place of birth : ...................................................................................... ..................................................Date of birth : ............................................................................ ...................... 
 
 
Passport no. (1): .............................................................. .........................................Nationality:  .................................................................................................................................... 
 
 
I hereby register for the 55 th Maria Canals Internationa l Music Competition which will be held in Barcelona from 10 to 14   March 2009.  
 
I have read, understood and accept the rules and regulations of the competition and accept all decisions of the jury in advance.  
 
Date:            ContestantÕs signature :  
 
 
Present address, either typed or in block letters:  
 
Address: ..................................................................................................................................................................City: ................................................................................................. 
 
Postal Code: ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉCountry: .......................................... ................................................................................................................................................................ 
 
Telephone: ...........................................................................Fax ...............................................................................................E-mail: ...................................................................... 
 

(1) Identity card for citizens of  E.U. Countries  
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If registering by post, please send this form, duly signed, to :  Concurs Internacional de Mœsica Maria Can als de Barcelona, Palau de la Mœsica Catalana, c/ Palau de la Mœsica, 4 -6   

08003 Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain),  The last day for registering is Friday, 9 January  2009 (entries must be postmarked by midnight).  

 

 
REGISTRATION FORM TRIO - 55th COMPETITION 2009 

 
Name of Trio: ......................................................... .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 
VIOLIN MEMBER 
            
Surname:...................................................................................................................................................................Name:.............................................................................................. 
 
Place of birth : ........................................................................................................................................Date of birth :  .................................................................................................. 
 
Passport no. (1): .......................................................................................................Nationality:  .......... .......................................................................................................................... 
 
 
I hereby register for the 55 th Maria Canals International Music Competition which will be held in Barcelona from 10 to 14   March 2009.  
 
I have read, understood and accept the rules and regulations of the competition and accept all decisions of the jury in advance.  
 
Date:            ContestantÕs signature :  
 
 
Present address, either typed or in block letters:  
 
Address: ....... ...........................................................................................................................................................City: ................................................................................................... 
 
Postal Code: ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉCountry: .............................................................................. ............................................................................................................................... 
 
Telephone: ...........................................................................Fax ...............................................................................................E-mail: .......................................................................... 
 

(1) Identity card for citizens of  E.U. Countries  
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If registering by post, please send this form, duly signed, to :  Concurs Internacional de Mœsica Maria Canals de Barcelona, Palau de la Mœsica Catalana, c/ Pa lau de la Mœsica, 4 -6   

08003 Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain),  The last day for registering is Friday, 9 January  2009 (entries must be postmarked by midnight).  

 

 
REGISTRATION FORM TRIO - 55th COMPETITION 2009 

 
Name of Trio: ................................. ........................ É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É . 

 
VIOLONCELLO MEMBER 
            
Surname:...................................................................................................................................................................Name:.............................................................................................. 
 
 
Place of birth : ........................................................................................................................................Date of birth : .............................................. ................................................... 
 
 
Passport no. (1): .......................................................................................................Nationality:  ......................................................... ........................................................................... 
 
 
I hereby register for the 55 th Maria Canals International Music Competition which will be held in Barcelona from 10 to 14   March 2009.  
 
I have read, understood and acce pt the rules and regulations of the competition and accept all decisions of the jury in advance.  
 
Date:            ContestantÕs signature :  
 
 
Present address, either typed or in block letters:  
 
Address: ..................................................................................................................................................................City: ................................................................................................... 
 
Postal Code: ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉCountr y: ............................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 
Telephone: .......................... .................................................Fax ...............................................................................................E-mail: ..........................................................................  

(1) Identity card for citizens of  E.U. Countries  
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PROGRAMME FORM - 55th COMPETITION 2009 
 
1. This programme must be signed by the contestant.  
2. This form is to be filled in with legible block letters or typed.  
3. This programme cannot be modified after Friday, 9 January 2009.  
 
 
 
TRIOÕs Name: ........................................................................................................  
 
 
 

FIRST ROUND 
 
1) Mozart: work and movement........., .................................................................... .......  
 
...........................................................................................................................  
 
2) Beethoven: work and movement... ...................................................................... .......  
 
...... .....................................................................................................................  
 
Maximum duration of this round: 20 minutes . 
 
 
 

SECOND ROUND 
 
3) Composer, work and movements....... ... .................................... ...................................  
  
...........................................................................................................................  
 
4) Composer, work and movements.............................................................. ..................  
 
...........................................................................................................................  
 
Maximum duration  of this round: 40 minutes . 
 
 
 

FINAL 
 
5) Composer and work .................................. ..............................................................  
 
 
 
 
Date:             ContestantsÕ signatures: 
 


